2 


1822 % nb ei Anh. 
= f | | 


— — card 

— — 

wr ne Res "ag" oct T 
— ER ** — Sr n 


3 


po 
** 


HOUSE of LORDS, 


— 
—. 


ED 


ON THE 


— = 4 -— 
4 S 


Eaſt India Reform Bill. 


„„ N B00 


Printed for G. WILKIE, No. 71, St. Paul's 
Church Yard. 1783. 


(3-1 


An ADDRESS, 


My LoRps, 


A QUESTION of political im- 


portance, great beyond example 1 in 
the annals of our hiſtory, will this day 


come under your ſolemn diſcuſſion; a queſ- ; 
tion, which has for its obje& the good go- 


vernment of territories ſuperior in extent to 
the poſſeſſions of any Potentate in Europe, 


if we except only the vaſt ſolitudes of the 
North dependent on the Crown of Ruſſia. 
Not indeed that even theſe in point of va- 
lue admit of any compariſon with the do- 


minions of Great Britain in Hindoſtan, For 
we rule over provinces and kingdoms fertile 


by nature and improved by art; abounding 


with all the neceſſaries, the conveniencies 
and elegancies of life; every where inter- 
ſected by navigable ſtreams, and every where 

e aaa with cities yet flouriſning, and 


os A | _ villages. 


[4] 
villages yet populous, after the repeated rava- 
ges of calamities the moſt fatal. Suffer me 

alſo to obſerve, that the preſent ſituation of 

this country ſtamps an additional worth on 
theſe our principal reſources, now remaining; 
if haply, by the wiſe adminiſtration of our 
affairs in the Eaſt, we may counter- balance 
in ſome degree the unhappy diſmemberment 
of the Britiſh Empire in the Weſt. 4 
Nov let us ſuppoſe, it generally demanded 
"of any man, unconcerned i in the parti ticuler 
application, whether the direction ol ſuch 
A territory ſhould be committed to a com- 
pany of merchants: ; can! it be doubted, what 
| would be his immediate reply? 0 The ſpirit 
* of. commerce. is a deſire of private emolu- 
ment; the ſpirit of policy i is a deſire of pub- 
lic proſperity. The former, as it reſpects 
the individyal, is. neceſſarily circumſcribed 

in its proſpect by t the limits of human life; 
the latter, as it reſpects the { ſpecies, may en- 
large its views, to ſucceeding generations: 
accordingly That is often ſatisfied to ha- 

Zard diſtant loſs for inſtant gain, and This is 

as frequently contented to ſuffer preſent ex- 
penditure in the hope of future retribution. 

Yer RR this: ' manifeſt; incon- 

1  fiſtency 


. 
ſiſtency of the two principles, which are 
or ought to be the firſt movers of the com- 
mercial and political machines, by mer- 
chants have the Britiſh intereſts in Hin- 
doſtan hitherto been managed ; and the 
probable conſequences of ſuch an arrange- 
ment have rapidly followed in every ſhape 


of characteriſtic malverſation. From the 
North to the South of Hindoſtan, in a tract 


of two thouſand miles, there is not one 
native Prince whom they have not at ſome 
time or other contracted to ſell they 


never made one treaty which they have 
not broken; and they never had one ad- 
| herent firmly united with them on whom 
they have not brought ruin!“ Such were the 
charges of Mr. Burke in the Houſe of Com- 


mons, and he accompanied them with a 


formal appeal for his veracity to the Re- 


ports of the Committees, and to the Papers, 


on which thoſe Reports were founded, then 
lying on the table. He accompanied them 
alſo with a bold challenge to the other ſide 
of the Houſe, if any man could produce 
one ſolitary proof in confutation of his aſ- 

ſertions. 
This, however, it may be anſwered, is 
partial evidence. Let us then hear the teſ- 
A.Z.: , nimony 
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timony of the Company's ſervants; let us 
hear the Governor of Fort St. George offi- 
cially addreſſing his Council. For in a mi- 
nute dated 4th of February, 1779, Sir T. 
Rumbold aſks, if we take a view from 
the Southern boundary of Hindoſtan to the 
Northern extremity, where the Engliſh for- 
ces have proved, victorious, where ſhall we 
find one native Prince, win has not ſeverely 
felt the effects of our power, and that is 
not now lamenting the rapid ſucceſs of our 
arms, and the credulity that ever induced 
him to truſt to our engagements ? Maho- 
: 2 Ally alone can boaſt that we have not 
entirely violated every principle on which he 
has depended,” Alas! what ties of faith or 
honor can be expected to bind men, who 
think, in the language of Mr. Haſtings, 
that the ſivord and not juſtice ſhould decide 
the point of right; who mention, without 
emotion,* he practice of holding out the 
terror of authority, and the denunciations of 
diſgrace, diſmiſſions, and war, as the inſtru- 
ments of private rapaciiy; and who deli- 
berately i in Council, + propoſe puns of mw 
_ ng war for fk 1 


= Such 
* Mr. Haſtings's Native, page 25; 1. 
+ Sir Eyre Coote's Minute, 24 May, 1779. 
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Such then are the canons of their con- 
duct towards Kings, Princes, and Chiefs, 
their tributaries, their allies, or their peace- 
ful neighbours; what muſt be the exerciſe 
of their ſovereignty over their own vaſſals? 
The ſpirit of their protection may be ſuffi- 
ciently collected from a defence of their cru- 
elties, lately ſubmitted to the public, “ that 
the whyp is there as neceſſary an inſtrument 
in the hand of the Tax-gatherer, as his in#- 
horn.” They have interdicted to the na- 
tives all rank in the army; they have pre- 
cluded in a great degree all civil poſts; they 
have arbitrarily transferred hereditary lands 
for an increaſed rent; they have reſtricted 
the merchants from traffic by pre- emptions 
and monopolies; they have enſlaved the ma- 
nufacturers by advances; they have ſur- 
rounded their habitations with armed ſol- 
diers; and finally, for the purpoſes of ex- 
tortion, they have locked up from the 
wretches, whom they have made, the firſt 
requiſite, and the beſt ſolace of nature, food 
and fleep. And what was the object of all 
this oppreſſion, and how far has it been at- 
tained? Truly they were thus enabled for- 


cibly to ſuſtain a pernicious ſcheme of in- 


veſtment, which. has already operated to 
deſtroy 


E 


deſtroy the maſter- ſpring of trade, the prin- 

ciple of profit and loſs. _ 

But whatever may be thei follies and hate 
crimes of every kind, the charter, it ſeems, 
has veſted in them an indefeaſible right of 

doing wrong. Our religious veneration for 
the great charter of our liberties has juſtly 
ſanctified the name among Engliſhmen. 

Let us however, diveſting ourſelves 'on this 
occaſion” of all glorious prejudice in favor 
of the word, for a moment contemplate the 

thing, And here an eaſy diſtinction will 

preſent itſelf. © Charters, like that of John, 
declaratory of natural rights, are certainly in 
themſelves ſacred and immutable, becauſe : 
that, which they recognize, exiſted before 

by the ordinances of God ſacred and im- 

mutable. On the contrary, charters like 

this of the Company, creating poſitive 
rights by human authority, muſt in them 
ſelves be ſubject to the ſame limitations 
as the authority under which they claim. 

For nothing can be conferred, that is not 

previouſly in him who confers. But by the 
conſtitution of England, the executive power 
© from which charters legally iſſue, is conſi- 

dered 
* The cargoes from Bengal for ſome years have ſold 
to a certain and heavy loſs. See the gth Report of 
the Select Committee. „ 
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dered but as a depoſit for the general good; 
and for the proper application of the truſt, 
if not the chief magiſtrate himſelf, yet his 
official adviſers, are reſponfible to the repre- 
ſentatives of the people. Nor can the ſanc- 
tion of parliament add a more ſecure ſtabi- 
lity. For in this very exertion the ſupreme 
power of the legiſlature, the omnipotence of 
King, Lords, and Commons ſtands controul- 
ed ; fince the ſalutary caution of the lau- 
840 provided, that not even an expreſs clauſe | 
tending to prohibit the future repeal of any 
act, however ſtrongly that prohibition, may 
be couched, ſhall in any caſe be effectual. 
Need F; urge alſo that the abſurdity would 
be indeed glaring, if that ſupremacy, which 
has repeatedly modelled anew the ſucceſſion 
of the Crown, and altered the eſtabliſhed 
Religion of the realm, could not regulate a 
Company of Merchants, by whatever autho- 
rity incorporated? 0 
Nevertheleſs, innovation is not wantonly | 
to be introduced, but at the importunate 
call of ſome great, emergency; and the 
infringement of rights ſolemnly granted, | 
ſhould be commenſurate with the neceſſity 
that compels it. What then in the pre- 
ſent inſtance ſo indiſpenſably requires the 
333 removal 


[ 10 ] 


removal of the old Directors, and the ap- 
. pointment of new by the ſpecial interpoſi- 
tion of Parliament? The neceſſity of enſur- 
ing a ſubſtantial reform of the abuſes, above 
hinted ; the neceflity of giving vigour and 
energy to the Bill now depending in the 
Houſe of Commons, for the relief of the 
native Indians; for the ſecurity of their pro- 
perty, for the encouragement of their trade, 
for the reſtoration of their tranquility and 
proſperity, and conſequently for the mainte- 
nance of our honor and intereſt, 


And here, my Lords, permit me to re- 


mark, that bill, though it be poſterior 1 8 
order of time to this now before your Lord- 


+4 ſhips, is yet prior in the order of things; 
That is the final cauſe of This; for the ſake 


of That, This is offered to your conſider- 


ation; on the expediency of That depends | 
altogether the neceſſity of This. But that 
Bill has received the unanimous ſuffrages of 
all parties; and the juſtice, humanity, and 
policy, which breathes from every clauſe of 
it, have drawn the warmeſt ſtrains of pane- 
gyric even from Mr. William Pitt. At the 
fame time he ſhould alſo have remembered, 
that to carry into execution, what he ſo uh 


praiſed in ſpeculation, would aſk 10 Pallia- 


rives, 2 p emollients, no half 17 but a 
ſyſtem 


E 

ſyſtem of ſtrength, and a government of ef- 

ficacy; whether lodged at home agreeably 

to the propoſal of Mr. Fox, or abroad ac- 

cording to the project of Mr. "Ix 
the hands of many, or of one. 

The Court of Directors were originally a 
mere Committee of the Proprietors, annual- 
ly choſen, as acting partners of the firm, 
And while the objects and intereſts of the 
Company were ſimply mercantile, this con- 
ſtitution was ſufficiently well calculated to 
obtain every end defired, But when a na- 
tional jealouſy of the French power in Aſia, 
| kindling into ambition, and inflamed alſo by 
avarice, had fired them with the ardor of 
enterprize; when too their arms and their 


negotiations, under the guidance of the 


„ heaven-taught General, * Lord Clive, had 185 
de them maſters of a rich and ſpacious | 
Territory; on a ſudden aroſe a new race 
among the Proprietory, who afpired to go- 
vern the lately acquired empire of the Faſt. 
It was therefore ſoon diſcovered to be neces - 
ſary that the factious influence of theſe politi- 
cal merchants ſhould ſuffer diminution : with 
which defign- an act was paſſed in 1773, 
diisfranchiſing all flock. holders who were 
not * of one thoufand Pounds, and 
9 a=: pre- 
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* 
preſcribing a complex mode of election, with 
a longer duration, to the Court of Directors. 


Theſe were now indeed rendered leſs de- 
pendent on their conſtituents, at the ſame 
time however, they became ſubjected to 
Miniſters; their diſpatches were partially in- 
ſpected, their nominations and their recalls 
py invalidated without the approbation of the 
Crown, If their orders were contemned, 
they choſe not to exhibit themſelves in the 
humble character of complainants to the 

| Miniſters of his Majeſty, they might alſo be 

_ unwilling to hazard an open diſſention with 
thoſe, whom they repreſented, ſince among 
_ theſe the great ſervants of the Company 
1 5 generally found means to retain a decided 
majority. They contented themſelves there- 
fore, with expreſſing their ſurprize to thoſe 


who diſobeyed them, and with abandoning : 
to ſilent neglect thoſe who obeyed. 
Now what remedy (hall we apply to the 
diſcaſe, ſo obviouſly prevalent in the Direc- 
tion? how ſhall we ſtrengthen their imbeci- 


ty? If we ſhould adopt the expedient of 


ſending abroad for a year, an abſolute Go- 


vernor, over all cauſes and perſons, civil as 
well as military, ſupreme, removable only 


by che Crown; e (hall we perpetuate the 
| | good 5 


23 
good which he may effect? Shall we conti- 
nue in the preſent mode, the election of Di- 
rectors, but liberate them, when elected, 
from all controul of the Proprietors? Is not 
the contradiction too groſs, to chuſe gover- 
nors from thoſe very men, whom at the 
ſame moment you in a degree disfranchiſe, 
as unfit for all interference in the govern- 
ment? And how is that contradiction yet 
heightened, when you further leave the 
| Choice of ſuch governors to thoſe very men? 
Will the repreſentatives, ſo elected, inſtantly 
unlearn the habit of thoſe ſentiments which 
recommended them to their conſtituents ? 
As a corrective, however, a new officer of 


ſtate may be created, a Secretary for the In- 


dia Department; pa if he indeed do his 
duty, will neceſſarily ſink the Directors yet 
lower in inſignificancy, while the admi- 
niſtration of India will be actually in the 
hands of the Crown. This machine too is 
complex, and like all complex ACHE, 
the more liable to diſorder. 


There is only one alternative, ſimple, 


founded on reaſon, and powerful in its ope· 
ration, an infringement of the charter, if it 
may ſo be called, commenſurable with the 
neceſſity; that the management of the terri- 
x7 5 2 5 .008 
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torial revenue be diſengaged from the care 
of the commerce; that the Directors of the 


latter deſcription be choſen by the United 


Company of Merchants trading to India; 


while the nomination of the ſuperior Di- 
rectors be, where the conſtitution will pro- 
perly veſt it, in the Crown. That participa- | 
tion in the patronage of India, which the Mi- 
niſter has ever ſecretly enjoyed, will certainly 


thus receive no inconfiderable acceſſion ; but it 
will be loaded alſo with more than an equal 


ſhare of reſponſibility, Nor, I truſt, will 


the influence be found yet very formidable, 


if we candidly conſider the defalcation of 
America, the abolition of places, the diſqua- 
lification of contractors, the reſtriction of 
. penſions, and laſtly, what has not yet been 
fairly eſtimated, the emancipation of Ire- 
land. Yet, if after every deduction, ſerious 


danger ſhall ever be felt to ariſe to the liber- 


tles of the people, I will not deſpair of ſo 
much public virtue, as may again reſolve, 


Cs that the influence of the Crown. is encreaſ- | 


ed, is encreafing, and ought to be diminiſh- 


ed.“ In the mean time, however, Iwill not 


be guilty of ſuch an affront to your finer 


feelings, as to ſuppoſe that ſuch a ſpeculative 
apprehenſion « can weigh for a | Moment againſt 
| the 
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the actual oppreſſion of thirty millions, ſub- 
jects of the Britiſh empire in Hindoſtan. 
But wherefore muſt the rights of the So- 
vereign and of the Proprietors thus diſcri- 
minated remain for the ſpace of four years 
ſuſpended in commiſſion ? for ſuch in truth 
is the new Direction. Becauſe the line of 
ſeparation which in theory may be ſtruck on 
the inſtant, in practice muſt be drawn by 
gradual proceſs. Nevertheleſs the rights of 
both have been in ſome degree virtually re- 
ſpeed, For the aſſiſtant Directors who 
have been ſelected for the management of 
the trade as the leaſt culpable, all of them 
have been on former occaſions honored with 
the voices of the Proprietors; and the con- 
duct of the revenue has been given in charge 
to ſuch illuſtrious and independent perſons, 
in whoſe favor it is to be preſumed that his 
Majeſty would have been pleaſed to accept 
the recommendation of his Servants, But 
the Directors are not removeable at the plea- 
ſure of the Crown. If the preſent reform be 
founded in wiſdom; if the new conſtitution 
of the Direction promiſe that ſtrong govern- 


ment at home, for which Mr. Haſtings him- 


ſelf was formerly an advocate; ought not 
parliament, while they approve, to fix it on 
a baſis 


[ 16 ] 
a baſis of temporary ſtability? Can the ef- 
feats be otherwiſe fairly aſcertained? And 
what but the premature deſtruction of the 
whole ſyſtem can be otherwiſe augured from 


any revolution in his Majeſty's Councils, 
' when thoſe men ſhall have ſucceeded to con- 
fidence and power, Who have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves not more by their acrimony 


againſt this manly meaſure, than by their 
predilection for their own undigeſted projects 


of complicated modification. 


Of the oppoſition given to this bill in the = 


Houſe of Commons truth obliges me to ſay, 
that the principal topics urged againſt it were 
of a kind merely perſonal. For many feem- 
ed to look no further for arguments againſt 
it, than to a confuſed diſlike of the Coali- 
tion; ſome proceeding to diſentangle their 
ideas a little, condemned it as ſtrongly mark 
ed with the worſt principles of Lord North; 


while others contended that in this attempt 


Mr. Fox had exceeded all former inſtances of 
his democratical violence; had out- Heroded 


Herod. But the ſingle objection, in which ö 


the leaders of the attack were agreed, was a 
diſintereſted alarm, leſt the ſucceſs of this 
meaſure might FS a time eſtabliſh the Mi- 
niſters of the Day, One called for ſupport 


on 
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on the hoary champions of Regal Preroga- 
tive; and another invited to the ſame cauſe 
the avowed aſſerters of Popular Rights: 
I have heard too of country gentlemen, who 
remembring, how, by the lure of a reve- 
nue from America, they were deceived into 
the operations of war; were now apprehen- 
five leſt by ſimilar viſions in India, they 
might be deluded into arrangements of peace. 
Nor muſt it be forgotten how weighty is 
and ought to be the commercial intereſt in 
the Houſe of Commons. And it is by no 
means improbable, that many independent 
members of this deſcription, may have been 
offended at the principle of the bill, as de- 
rogating from the dignity of merchants. We 
know at leaſt, that one gentleman, who had 
twice gone decidedly with adminiſtration, 


on the third reading threw his vote into the 


adverſe ſcale in obedience to the inſtructions 
of his conſtituents. Perhaps it might not be 
quite ſo warrantable te conclude the judg- 


ment of a noble Lord biaſed in like man- 


ner by the reſpectable ben plans of Chipping- 
4 Wycombe. Dong | 
But the Ariftocratical conſtitution of your 
auguſt aſſembly, my Lords, renders you 
eminently competent to ſubjects, which have 
for their We n deſigns of liberal po- 


licy. 


1 
licy. You « are accountable to none, but to 
your own conſciences and to your God, 
The ſanctity of your own honor, will make 
you more tenderly anxious for the honor of 
your country; and the diſcretional equity, 
which it is your province to exerciſe in the 
final expoſition of the law, will teach you a 
_ generous contempt for the pretended efficacy 
of an inſtrument, pleaded in bar to the natu- 
ral rights of mankind. There are alſo a- 
mong you, men, to whoſe profeſſion it more 
eſpecially belongs, to ſupport with holy fer- 


, Ee vency, a ſyſtem of peace and charity : for 
| allow me, my Lords, again to repeat, that 
i the regulations of the preſent bill are pro- 


poſed to you as the beft, as the only means, 
do enſure the ſpirited execution of the ſub- 
ſequent proviſions for the happineſs of Hin- 
| doſtan. I ſhall therefore reſt perſuaded, 
= that you will on this day, if ever, riſe ſupe- 
=: _ rior to the little motives of perſonal conſide- 
My ration, and by the zeal of your deciſion in 
1 behalf of this bill, manifeſt yourſelves to be 
| 95 worthy interpreters of laws, whoſe, founda- 
tion is the ſecurity of the individual, and of 
| a religion whoſe eſſence is gniverlal. wan: 
chropy. HS 
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